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Identifying Public Health Roles and Strategies
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Case Study Counties

Contra Costa County

Los Angeles County
Shasta County



Spreading the 

word

ÅForums

ÅWorkshops and 

trainings

ÅPolicy papers



Incentivizing 

cities

Å$10,000 grant to city

ÅTrained volunteers

ÅEngaged youth from New 

Tech High

ÅAudited over 10 trails/walks 

covering 20 miles

SCPH and City of Andersen GIS 

Mapping & Walkability Project



Å Strengthened General 

Plan Circulation 

Element

Å $400,000 SR2S grant 

for traffic calming

Incentivizing 

cities

Because of the grant funding, I was 

able to justify putting some of my time 

and my staffôs time into this project.
John Stokes, Planning Director, City ofAnderson



Incentivizing 

cities

Walking in the door with even a small 

pot of money works ïitôs a concrete way 

to help them and you do something. Itôs 

a ówin-winô. 
Minnie Sagar, SCPH

The chamber and businesses 

were really excited about the 

Walk Guide. Andersen didnôt 

have anything like it and the 

realtors have told us that itôs a 

great new selling tool to bring 

in business.
Christine Haggard, SCPH



Å$2M grant program

ÅFunded cities & CBOs

Å$100,000/year for three 

years

Å$20K for ñbricks and 

morterò project

ÅTechnical assistance

Incentivizing 

cities
Los Angeles County DPH

PLACE Grant Program

We need to have demonstration projects that 

create a ripple effect among our cities, and 

provide the tools and technical assistance to 

help them move forward.
Jonathan Fielding, Director & Health Officer, LACDPH

ÅGrantees:

ÁCity of  El Monte

ÁCulver City

ÁCity of Long Beach

ÁPacoima Beautiful

ÁLos Angeles 

County Bicycle 

Coalition



Grantees are creatingéé.

ÅBike/ pedestrian master 

plans 

ÅGeneral plan health element

ÅGreenway vision plan

ÅBike/ pedestrian route 

connected to light rail

ÅWalking loop with signage 

to local destinations 

ÅBicycle boulevards

Incentivizing 

cities
Los Angeles County DPH

PLACE Grant Program



Results to date:

ÅCommunity 

Engagement and 

support

ÅPolicy

ÅPhysical projects

Incentivizing 

cities
Los Angeles County DPH

PLACE Grant Program



Safe & healthy 

plans and policies

Richmond Health and 

Wellness Element

We needed a bureaucratic process for 

dealing with the long-standing health 

and environmental justice debate in 

our city. The general plan update 

and new health element provided a 

forum for doing this. Richard Mitchell, 

Planning Director, City of Richmond 



Safe & healthy 

plans and policies

Richmond Health and 

Wellness Element

ÅServed on Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC)

ÅProvided data

ÅBridge to coalitions

ÅDeveloped health indicators, goals 

and policies

We had to define, in 

measurable terms, the physical 

and spatial configuration of a 

healthy built environment.
Nancy Baer, CCHS


